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I got fired when I was younger, started an 
internet security business, and that was that. 
Some people have a vision to start a business. 
Others adapt because they’re forced to. I was the 
latter.  
 

I was a casual runner my whole life, but I got 
serious eight years ago when my mom became ill 
with cancer. My company was growing, my kids 
were littler, the days felt overwhelming. The only 

thing that made me forget about everything was running, so I started doing it every day.  
 

Most people think business is the fun, sexy stuff we see on TV, but success comes from the 22 
things you have to do every day that nobody notices. That’s just like running. There are a lot of 
fans at the finish line of a marathon, but not as many between miles three and 26.  
 

My proudest running moment was my first marathon in Miami in 2009. I trained only for a few 
months, but I was really proud that I even finished (in 4:40). I run five miles daily, plus a long 
run of eight to 10 miles on Sunday. It’s hard to find the time but if I don’t, I’m more tired, I 
need to eat more – it affects me physically and mentally.  
 

I appeared on Dancing With the Stars this year and made it to week eight of 10 with no dance 
experience. I attribute that to the shape I was in form running. The biggest lesson I take out of 
running is that pain is temporary- and so is accomplishment.  
 

I cringe when people ask to run with me. I love running alone. It allows me to think. When I 
run with others, I always feel the need to socialize. Running isn’t social to me, it’s personal. I 
get business ideas all the time while running. I used to forget them by the time I was done, so 
now I bring a piece of paper with me in case something comes up.  
 

I want to qualify for Boston- I don’t want to buy my way in (as a charity runner). I’ll do that one 
of two ways: get faster, or just stay the same speed and get older so the standards get slower. As 
long as I’m running consistently, that’s success to me. I get more out of running than I put into 
it. It gives me energy to go out and attack the day.  
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1S2Y6HS  
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‘Shark Tank’ Star Robert Herjavec: ‘The Only People That Tell Me 
There’s No Opportunity in America Are People in America’  

 
By Jason Howerton  
 

“Shark Tank” co-host Robert Herjavec 
knows something about what can be 
accomplished in America with hard 
work. 

The son of Croatian immigrants fleeing 
communism, Herjavec moved to North 
America in 1970 as an 8-year-old who 
spoke no english. Today, he’s one of the 
most successful businessmen in the 

world. 

In a new interview with Business Insider, Herjavec offered his thoughts on the current state of 
the “American dream.” 
“People love to talk about how hard it is and how little opportunity there is,” he said. “And to 
me, I have to tell you, that’s just a bunch of crap. This is still the greatest country in the world 
for opportunity.” 

He then added a stinging line: “The only people that tell me there’s no opportunity in America 
are people in America.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1NAgDwl  
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Robert Herjavec used to be a private person before joining Dancing with the Stars. Robert has 
filmed Dragon’s Den and Shark Tank for years, but the show only focused on business 
investments. They weren’t the kind of shows where Robert could open up about who he is and 
his personal story. 
 

But when Robert Herjavec was offered a spot on Dancing with the Stars, he jumped at the chance. 
As it turns out, Robert had a special connection with the show, even though he had never been 
a contestant or a judge. In fact, he didn’t know his future dance partner, Kym Johnson. But the 
show had a special meaning for him, as he used to watch it with his mother while she was 
battling ovarian cancer in the hospital. 
 

According to a new tweet, Robert Herjavec is now using social media to help those who are 
dealing with a personal loss due to cancer. Herjavec’s own mother died from ovarian cancer in 
2007, and it is something that he is still struggling with today. It has been an emotional time for 
him, and he is now helping those who have just lost someone close to them. 
 
“My mom just died of ovarian cancer. I doubt you even see this, but please retweet if you do,” 
one follower wrote to Herjavec, who replied, “Tom – my prayers go out for you – there are too 
many of our mothers, daughters and women being taken by this awful disease.” 
 
“It’s only been a few weeks, and I miss her so much I can’t even sleep at night. Thank you for 
being so kind to respond,” the follower replied to Robert Herjavec, clearly with a message that 
his thoughts and prayers were making quite the difference.  
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It had been a tough few years for Robert Herjavec prior to him joining the show. Not only had 
he lost his mother to cancer, but he had also ended his marriage of 24 years. He had decided to 
file for separation, and he contemplated suicide. He stood on the balcony of his Toronto hotel 
room and contemplated jumping, according to People. 
 

“I just wanted to end it,” Herjavec revealed, adding, “It’s been a terribly difficult year. We were 
great parents and a great team, but over time we drifted apart.” 
 

It took Robert some personal time in Seattle and an offer to do Dancing with the Stars to get back 
on track. At the time, Robert’s three college-aged children weren’t speaking to him. It is 
uncertain what went on to make the children take sides, but Herjavec was devastated. 
 

“Everyone has their kryptonite,” Herjavec says, adding, “For me, it was my kids. It took me to a 
place I never thought I would go.” 
 

Herjavec opened up about his struggles on Dancing with the Stars, talking both about his divorce 
and losing his mother to cancer. Robert was so emotional talking about his mother that many 
people could relate to his struggles. And this may be why people are now reaching out to him 
in hopes of getting some encouraging words. As for Herjavec’s personal recovery, he has great 
appreciation for the cast and crew on Dancing with the Stars. 
 

“The entire cast and crew of Dancing with the Stars is evolving into an extended family and is 
incredibly supportive. Kym has become a great friend, and it is so much fun to be able to share 
this experience with her,” Robert revealed at the time, saying, “I’m just super excited, because 
it’s a different experience, one that’s definitely out of my comfort zone.” 
 

He is now dating his dance partner, Kym Johnson. 
 

What do you think of Robert Herjavec sharing personal information about losing his mother to 
cancer? 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1RCMkUZ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Credit Card Security Tips from a ‘Shark’  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Digital Link: http://abcn.ws/1NfWIy7  
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‘Shark Tank’ Investor Robert Herjavec Says the Sharks are ‘cold, 
hungry, and miserable’ during shoots  

 
By Richard Feloni  

Sometimes the Sharks genuinely get on each 
other’s nerves, like during the Scholly pitch in 
Season 6. 
 

By its fourth season in 2012, “Shark Tank” had 
become a pop culture sensation. With a 
viewership between six and seven million, 
producers ramped up the episode count from 
15 to 26, and then to 29 the next season. 
 

Because the investors each have multiple 
companies to run and even more to consult 
with, the shooting schedule needs to be as 
efficient as possible, which means a lot of 

action crammed into a short period. 
 

Investor Robert Herjavec told Business Insider that this past season, the seventh, took 17 days 
to shoot, split over two stretches, one in early summer and the other in early fall. The Sharks 
were required to be on set for around 12 hours each day, and see about eight pitches, each 
averaging an hour in length. 
 

In post production, editors create 43-minute-long episodes with several pitches cut into roughly 
10-minute segments. About 80% of the pitches the Sharks see make it into the final product. 
 

Guest Sharks like Ashton Kutcher, who spend just one day on set, can ride a wave of nervous 
energy, but for cast members like Herjavec, it gets exhausting. “We’re cold, we’re hungry, we’re 
miserable,” he said. 
 

Barbara Corcoran told us that she and Lori Greiner, as the two female Sharks, have the 
additional burdens of having to wear high heels and keep their legs crossed — Corcoran said 
viewers of the show should keep an eye out for times when she squeezes her leg, which she 
does to keep it from falling asleep, because it means she’s ready to seal a deal with an 
entrepreneur and jump up to hug them. 
 

The physical discomfort of the process is why the Sharks are always looking for an entrepreneur 
to grab their interest within the pitch’s first couple of minutes. If they start thinking about 
whether they want to let go of tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands, or even millions of 
dollars of their own money, adrenaline kicks in. 
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The investors are always looking for someone 
to trigger their adrenaline and keep them 
engaged. 
 

“Knowing you can lose a hell of a lot of money 
fast keeps you focused,” Corcoran said. She 
considers “Shark Tank” shoots to be “by far” 
the hardest work she’s done in her career, 
which included turning $US1,000 into the 
Corcoran Group, one of New York’s premiere 
real estate firms. 
 

Corcoran said the challenge of a “Shark 
Tank” shoot is that she and the Sharks need 

to constantly be conscious of how they look on camera, how to compete with each other to get 
what they want, whether they want to make a deal with the entrepreneurs in front of them, and 
then how to structure that possible deal without making a costly mistake. 
 

Once the investors arrive on set in the morning, “You don’t have time for anything else,” she 
said. “So it’s not like I can tend to my other stuff when I get there. Once you’re in that seat, it’s 
like you’re in a war zone … You can’t come up for air.” 
 

It’s why tempers flare in the Tank at times. Sure, investors angrily yelling at each other makes 
for great television, but all the Sharks insist it’s not staged. Rather, they say, it’s the natural 
byproduct of on-edge people dealing with substantial amounts of money. The investors have 
spent so much time with each other at this point that their relationships are familial, whether 
that’s expressed in fun or in frustration. 
 

“It’s all in the moment,” Daymond John told us. “And in the moment, it does get personal here 
and there. None of it is for the camera. Listen, I don’t care if you’re my brother — if we go play 
football I’m gonna try to crack your head open. It doesn’t mean that I don’t love you. It doesn’t 
mean that I don’t respect you. But I’m going to try to crack your head open!” 

 
 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1GPlFni  
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Robert Herjavec competed on Dancing with the Stars in the spring after appearing on Shark 
Tank for many seasons. While many viewers first met Robert on Shark Tank, he is actually a 
well-known Canadian entrepreneur who also filmed the Canadian version of Shark Tank for 
years. Dragon’s Den filmed years before the American spin-off was created, but Robert felt he 
was better suited for the American version. 
 

And when Robert Herjavec decided to compete on Dancing with the Stars, he didn’t do so with 
the intention of marketing his business. In fact, Herjavec is already pulling in millions of dollars, 
and he wanted to compete on the show because it was his late mother’s favorite show. Luckily 
for Herjavec, he found love with his dance partner, Kym Johnson. 
 

According to a new tweet, Robert Herjavec is now inspiring people he met on Dancing with the 
Stars. Of course, Robert himself was very inspired by his competition, including Noah Galloway. 
He recently gave Noah a beautiful gift for his birthday: a framed American flag. But, as it turns 
out, Robert is inspiring Noah’s son. 
 

“This is the cutest thing I’ve ever seen!! I don’t blame him, it’s a good book,” one follower wrote 
in reply, agreeing it was an amazing book. 
 

Another added, “I am gonna get my future kid to read all of these type of books. That’d be my 
retirement plan.” 
 

Of course, Herjavec has worked for years on his internet security business. The business is 
making sales all over the world, and he continues to pull in money because of the increasing 
number of threats online. His business, the Herjavec Group, apparently brought in $140 million 
in revenue last year, according to Business Insider. But as he explains to the website, he never 
saw himself as an entrepreneur. 
 

Robert Herjavec reveals that “over the course of 25 years since then, I have often reflected on 
things I learned about people, about business, and about myself while waiting on tables. I won’t 
say the experiences were totally responsible for my business success, but I draw upon them 
from time to time when making a business decision or assessing a situation.” 
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Of course, Herjavec wasn’t famous for being an entrepreneur. Despite pulling in impressive 
numbers last year, Robert didn’t become a household name until he filmed Dragon’s 
Den and Shark Tank. It was also because of his role on these shows that he landed a position 
on Dancing with the Stars. Even though Robert is successful these days, he still jokes around 
with fellow Shark Tank member Mark Cuban. 
 

“Mark Cuban and I always argue about this. He’s always, ‘Oh, when I was 12 I knew I was going 
to start my own business.’ When I was 12, I didn’t know anything. I just wanted to go outside 
and play,” Herjavec explains about his childhood, hinting that he didn’t want to become an 
entrepreneur when he was a child. 
 
Luckily, things have worked out for him. These days, Robert is dating Kym Johnson, who was 
his professional dance partner on Dancing with the Stars. He is still going through his divorce, 
but he could be working on settling his assets and giving his wife enough money to continue 
living her lavish lifestyle. He also has children he wants to protect during this divorce. 
 

What do you think of Robert Herjavec inspiring the youngsters involved with Dancing with the 
Stars? 
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WATCH: Interview with ‘Shark Tank’s Robert Herjavec  
 

By Angela Barbuti  
Heavy sat down with Shark Tank’s Robert Herjavec to 
discuss his role in the Small Business Revolution’s 
documentary, which highlights small businesses and 
their everlasting importance. When we spoke, it was 
just as Season 7 of the Tank was about to air, so we 
revisited some of his past deals and got a glimpse of 
what was to come. (He even gave us his take on this 
season of Dancing With the Stars.) Watch the video 

above. 
 

Directly following Herjavec’s interview, we talked with Amanda Brinkman, chief brand and 
communications officer of Deluxe, who Herjavec teamed up with to launch this movement. 

 
 
 
 

Digital Link:  http://bit.ly/1Wv59Qs  
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Robert Herjavec decided to compete on Dancing with the Stars back in the spring of 2015 despite 
going through some tough times. Robert had legally separated from his wife, and he was 
working on a possible divorce. After being married for 25 years, Herjavec wasn’t really sure what 
he wanted to do, and during Dancing with the Stars, he revealed that he had contemplated 
suicide. 
 

But Robert Herjavec quickly realized that dancing on Dancing with the Stars may have saved him. 
Herjavec fell in love with his dance partner, Kym Johnson, and the two hid their romance for a 
while. But after the show was over, Kym and Robert were spotted going on vacations and 
bonding even more. And just because Herjavec found love on the show doesn’t mean he didn’t 
start some awesome friendships. 
 

According to a new set of tweets, Robert Herjavec decided to give his fellow Dancing with the 
Stars competitor a nice birthday gift. And he wasn’t giving Kym a present. While on the show, 
Robert became good friends with Noah Galloway, and he decided to celebrate the veteran’s 
birthday in style. 
 

“A big thank U to my (much older) brother-from-another-mother Robert Herjavec 4 an amazing 
bday gift #IncredibleGift,” Noah revealed on Twitter, sharing a picture of the framed flag that 
Herjavec sent to his friend. 
 

“Happy birthday today to a guy that inspires me Noah Galloway – he looks fantastic for a 65 year 
old man!” Robert Herjavec wrote, teasing his friend. 
 

Clearly, these two have become good friends since leaving Dancing with the Stars behind. Robert 
was going through a divorce when he decided to join the show. He is still going through the 
divorce, but he wants to make the experience pleasant for the entire family. Noah, on the other 
hand, got engaged while doing Dancing with the Stars, but his engagement recently came to an 
end. These two may have more in common that they originally thought. 
 
And while Noah may not be dancing up a storm these days, Robert Herjavec is still testing his 
dancing limits. As it turns out, he will headline a show in Las Vegas soon with Kym Johnson. 
And based on his tweet for the event, it sounds like he will be rather nervous.  

OUTLET: INQUISITR    
DATE: OCTOBER 29, 2015  
IMPRESSIONS: 848,420 
 



 

 
 
But it sounds like Robert Herjavec is back in his comfort zone after competing on Dancing with 
the Stars. Robert has posted several pictures of him speaking about internet security, and Kym 
is back in the dancing studio. These two may have met on Dancing with the Stars, but it sounds 
like their romance keeps blossoming outside of the dance studio. Of course, Robert is still 
dealing with his divorce, but it doesn’t sound like Kym minds one bit. 
 

According to Hollywood Take, Herjavec is worth around $200 million, and his estranged wife 
may want half of his money. He has yet to settle his divorce, but according to the report, he has 
several assets that his estranged wife, Diane Plese, may want to get her hands on. He has a mega 
mansion outside of Toronto, a private plane, and some valuable sports cars. As for his current 
relationship, many are hoping that Herjavec will propose to Kym Johnson. Since he is still 
legally married to Diane, he won’t be popping the question anytime soon. However, chances 
are these two will continue to date once the divorce is over. It sounds like Kym is happy with 
Robert and isn’t in the relationship for his money. 
 

What do you think of Robert Herjavec’s gift to fellow Dancing with the Stars competitor Noah 
Galloway? 

 
Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1HpO6Ty  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Robert Herjavec: If the internet was a child, it would just have 
begun to crawl  

 

News: Shark Tank star says internet will 
be as indispensable as electricity, which 
has become a basic thing to everyone. 
 

Speaking in front of an audience of 
4,000 people at Teradata Partners 2015, 
entrepreneur and Shark Tank panelist 
Robert Herjavec, said: "Forget the 
Internet of Things: if the internet was a 
child, it would just have begun to 
crawl."The internet will be electricity." 
 

He said that people do not notice electricity until it is not there and that this will be "the same 
with the internet" and is already found to be happening. Herjavec also said that today is the 
best time to start or be in business, but at the same time companies will be faced with the 
most amount of competition ever.  
 
"In our world is all about making sense of the data. It is amazing the pace of change we are 
seeing in the [computing] industry. "The companies that are going to be able to stay in the 
long run, are the ones that are going to be able to make sense of data and add value to 
customers." 
 
He said that 'good' and 'big' do not mean companies will survive, and that innovation allied 
with design will separate the winners from the losers. "Value from data is key [to survive]." 
"People do not want less information; they want more and more. You cannot stop the 
internet, social media, information and data." 
 
He also said that despite the technology world innovating itself every three years, "we are [still] 
not willing to share data". The Shark Tank star concluded his talk by again stressing the 
importance of data. He said: "The key word in technology today, especially with data, is 
'more'." 

 
Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1W4zUpV 

 
 

 
 
 

OUTLET: CBRONLINE.COM   
DATE: OCTOBER 20, 2015  
 



 

 
Robert Herjavec and Kym Johnson Spotted at Jubilee at 

Bally’s Las Vegas  
 

Spotted in the audience Saturday night at the 
longest running show on the strip, Jubilee at Bally’s 
Las Vegas, were Robert Herjavec from ABC’s 
Emmy-winning “Shark Tank” and Kym Johnson 
from ABC’s “Dancing with the Stars” (Photo 
Courtesy of Kodak at Caesars Entertainment).  
 
Following the show, the pair met with some of the 
iconic showgirls backstage for a photo opp.  

 
 
 

 
Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1MzoqFR 
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Robert Herjavec and Kym Johnson are ‘Still Dancing’ 
Months after ‘Dancing With The Stars’ 

 

Kym Johnson and Robert Herjavec made quite the 
impression during last season’s Dancing With the 
Stars — on viewers, and on each other. During the 
reality program, there were persistent rumors the pair 
had eyes more for each other than for the mirror ball 
trophy. They were often coy about their relationship, 
but over the summer Johnson told an Australian news 
outlet that indeed the two were more than just close 
friends, as The Daily Mail reported in July. 
 

Now she’s also confirming the relationship to 
American news outlets — in a way. Johnson spoke 
with Fox 411 in late September. The reporter asked 
about the dating rumors and noted that Herjavec was 
in New York at the same time as Kym. Johnson didn’t 
reveal that the pair had any dinner plans, but did say 

they have kept up with one Dancing With the Stars activity. She also seemed to joke at the idea 
that it was a “coincidence” that they were in the same 
city at the same time. 
 

 “It’s a coincidence. We’re still dancing together. 
Yeah.” 
 

But despite the coyness, Johnson confirmed 
romantic unions are certainly possible after a turn 
on Dancing With the Stars, and finding love is always 
a prospect. After all, that certainly seemed to be the 
case for her and Robert. While speaking to Fox 411, 
Johnson spoke about coming back to Dancing With 
the Stars last season after spending some time 
on Dancing With the Stars Australia. For Kym, it was 
a bonus to have Robert be a part of the action. 
 

“I had a few seasons off in between because I was 
judging the show back in Australia so I took off the dance shoes for a while and went back to 
judge the Australian show and didn’t really think I would come back, and then they called me 
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to be a part of the 10th anniversary show and ended up getting Robert in, and it was great. He 
just loved it.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
On Instagram, Johnson posted a picture on Sunday, October 11, of herself and Robert 
participating in AIDS Walk LA, along with fellow Dancing With the Stars alum Carson Kressley. 
 

Earlier in the month, they were spotted backstage at a Billy Joel concert. Kym made fun of Joel’s 
musical moniker in her caption, which read, “Hanging out backstage with the piano man (Billy 
Joel, not Robert).” 
 

While Kym is promoting her new fitness DVD that combines some Dancing With the Stars-
style moves with a cardio workout, Robert Herjavec is back on television screens for season 7 of 
Shark Tank. Johnson had visited Herjavec on the Shark Tank set over the summer, bringing 
along her petite pooch Lola. Both she and Lola got the opportunity to try out Robert’s leather-
backed chair, as Inquisitr reported previously. 
 

During Friday night’s Shark Tank, Herjavec took the opportunity to “dance like Beyonce,” — 
or at least try — which the show’s account helpfully tweeted out to fans. Herjavec’s Shark Tank 
co-star, Barbara Corcoran, cautioned that Robert might not want to demonstrate those moves 
to his former Dancing With the Stars teacher. 
 

Herjavec’s Shark Tank airs Friday nights at 9 p.m. on ABC. There’s a rerun airing Tuesday 
night, for those who missed the show last year featuring entrepreneurs with backgrounds in 
military service. 
 

Although Robert and Kym are not dancing this year, fans of Dancing With the Stars can catch 
the celebrities and pros hit the ballroom Monday nights at 8 p.m. on ABC. 
 
 

 
Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1QMF4VY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
‘Dancing With The Stars’ Season 20 Alum Robert Herjavec 

& Pro Dancer Kym Johnson Still Dating 
 

"Dancing With the Stars" Season 20 cast 
members Robert Herjavec and his professional 
dance partner Kym Johnson are still dating. 
Following their stint on the show, Herjavec and 
Johnson have been spotted in some episodes of 
the ABC reality TV show's 22nd season. 
 

In an interview with Fox 411, Johnson was asked 
whether or not they are still a couple, and she had 
the most adorable response. 
 

"We're still dancing together. It's possible to find 
love on the show. I came back to the series after I 
had a few seasons off in-between. I was judging 
the show back in Australia so I took off the dance 
shoes for a while and went back to judge the 
Australian show. I didn't really think I would 
come back, and the show's producers called me to 
be a part of the 10th anniversary show and ended 
up getting Robert in, it was great!" she said. 
 

Prior to being on "Dancing With the Stars" U.S., 
Johnson first appeared in multiple seasons of "Dancing With the Stars" Australia, according 
toFashion N Style. She recounted what it was like receiving a call from the producers and being 
told that they want her to fly to America. 
 

"I got a phone call from some of the producers in America saying they want me on the show 
and I thought, 'My gosh, I've made it! I'm going to the States. I'm going to have some big 
Hollywood movie star. I turn up and walk in the door and there's Jerry Springer," she said. 
 

Meanwhile, on the show, Herjavec and Johnson didn't always receive good scores, but the 
judges couldn't help but notice how great their connection was. 
 

This season, cast member Alek Skarlatos and "Switch-Up Week" partner Emma Slater are 
showing the same kind of chemistry. 
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"Dancing With the Stars" Season 22 airs Mondays at 8 p.m. ET on ABC. 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1GPgU7H  

 
 

The Eye 
'DWTS' Kym Johnson's Cute Comment On Robert Herjavec 
Romance: 'We're Still Dancing' 

 
Although Kym Johnsondoes not appear on season 
21 of "Dancing with the Stars," fans are still 
wondering if she and former season 20 celebrity 
partner Robert Herjavec are still dating. The 
answer is a resounding yes! 
 

Johnson, who was paired with businessman 
Herjavec during the 10th anniversary season, 
appeared on the long-running reality dance series 
for 17 of the show's 21 seasons. 
 

"We're still dancing together," remarked Johnson 
of her relationship with Herjavec to Fox 411. "It's 
possible to find love on the show." 
 

"I came back to the series after I had a few seasons 
off in-between. I was judging the show back in 
Australia so I took off the dance shoes for a while 
and went back to judge the Australian show. I 
didn't really think I would come back, and the 
show's producers called me to be a part of the 10th 

anniversary show and ended up getting Robert in, and it was great!" 
 

Johnson was a dancer on the Australian version of "Dancing with the Stars" for three seasons 
before coming to America to star in the U.S. version of the series. 
 

"I got a phone call from some producers in America saying they want me on the show and I 
thought, 'My gosh, I've made it! I'm going to the States. I'm going to have some big Hollywood 
movie star.' I turn up and I walk in the door and there's Jerry Springer," she laughed. 
 

"Jerry was the nicest partner. He's still one of my dearest friends. He was great. He may not 
have been the greatest dancer I've ever had," she revealed. 
 

OUTLET: FASHION & STYLE   
DATE: OCTOBER 15, 2015  
IMPRESSIONS: 74,221 



 
"That's the greatest thing about "Dancing with the Stars" you get to really know these celebrities 
and see them in a different light. So, I loved working with him. He's one of my favorites," 
Johnson laughed.  

 
 
As for her favorite contestant of all, Johnson revealed it was the man whom she won her first 
mirrorball with. 
 
"Donny Osmond was my favorite. I ended up winning with the Mirrorball with him so that was 
pretty special," she gushed. "Joey Fatone was great. Obviously, Robert (Herjavec) was incredible 
and that was the 10th anniversary so that was really special." 
 

"Dancing with the Stars" airs Mondays at 8 p.m. EST on ABC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1OEriXK  

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Shark Tank Star on Small Business Success  
By Dr. Michael Woody on October 8, 2015  

 
I had the opportunity to speak with 
Robert Herjavec, entrepreneur and host 
of ABC’s Shark Tank, to talk about the 
newly released documentary film Small 
Business Revolution 
(#SmallBusinessRevolution) and what it 
takes to be a successful small business 
owner in the global digital age. The 
documentary profiles 100 small 
businesses around the country and really 

gets into the essence of what makes these individuals successful.    
 

Herjavec’s passion for the project comes from his belief that small businesses are “the fiber of 
local communities” in this country. He notes that part of the success of Shark Tank is that “we 
have tapped into our ability as a society to not accept the status quo” and the small business 
owners profiled in this film really demonstrate that. Herjavec is excited about the evolving trend 
that “young people think it’s not only acceptable, but cool to start a business.” 
 

Defining Success 
 

According to Herjavec the measure of success is different for everyone. He notes that “before 
you have a purpose you have to eat” and these small business owners understand this. You can 
have passion but without opportunity you won’t likely succeed. He explains that “success 
doesn’t see color, gender, race, or size. It’s a benchmark you set for yourself.”  
 

Resilience 
 

Nobody likes to lose. We all hate failure and entrepreneurs are no different. What sets 
entrepreneurs apart is their incredible resilience in the aftermath of failure. Herjavec defines 
resilience “as the ability to absorb failure” and move forward. Failure is an inevitable part of the 
learning curve in business.  The fact is you always have to be excited about tomorrow. 
 

Leading People 
 

“Hiring your first employee is incredibly dramatic because you are doubling the size of your 
company” explains Herjavec. To make matters more stressful, you also have to give up a lot of 
what you spent your time doing and be ready to hand it over to someone else and back away. 
This is why hiring the right people really matters. 
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One of the mistakes he often sees in small business start-ups is too much reliance on the hiring 
of friends. Although it may seem comfortable and convenient at the time it can often come back 
to haunt you. The fact is you have to find people who get you, but also have the competence 
and drive to get the job done. Then, of course, you have to be prepared to lead them.    
 

When it comes to leading those people Herjavec believes paranoia is good, but fear is bad. In 
other words, you have to be vigilant about the environment you operate in and unafraid of 
tackling the challenges ahead. As Herjavec explains “it’s difficult to be a great leader when you 
live in constant fear.” You have to be ready to step up to challenge even in the toughest of times. 
 

At the end of the day for Herjavec “there is nothing more satisfying than getting a group of 
people to move in the same direction.” 
 

Michael “Dr. Woody” Woodward, PhD is a CEC certified executive coach trained in 
organizational psychology. Dr. Woody is author of The YOU Plan: A 5-step Guide to Taking 
Charge of Your Career in the New Economy and the new on-line course The YOU Plan for 
Career Change on Udemy. Dr. Woody is the founder of Human Capital Integrated (HCI), a firm 
focused on management and leadership development. Dr. Woody also sits on the advisory board 
of the Florida International University Center for Leadership. Follow Dr. Woody on Twitter 
and Facebook. 
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NEWLY ENGAGED 'DWTS' PRO WITNEY CARSON TO 
ROBERT HERJAVEC: 'YOU'RE NEXT!'  

Carson hints that the 'Shark Tank' star should propose to girlfriend Kym Johnson 
October 4, 2015 by Sherry Wight 

 

Dancing with the Stars pro Witney Carson shared news of 
her engagement to long-time beau Carson McAllister via 
an Oct. 3 Instagram post to followers, and congratulatory 
notes quickly rolled in from fans and famous folks alike. 
When season 20 contestant Robert Herjavec added his 
well-wishes to the mix, the petite blonde dancer didn't 
mince any words when she tweeted back a succinct and 
pointed "you're next!" 
 

Although the 53-year old Shark Tank star did not win the 
coveted Mirrorball Trophy during the show's heralded 
10th anniversary season --the honor went to model and 
actress Rumer Willis-- he found romance with DWTS pro 
Kym Johnson, and fans of Team Sharkaroo have dutifully 
watched the duo's relationship evolve ever since. 
 

DWTS romance: will Herjavec put a ring on it? 
 

Although Herjavec and Johnson don't seem to be in a rush to get to the altar, they're both happy with 
their relationship. During a Sept. 28 interview with Examiner, Herjavec called the romance "a great 
experience" and praised the 39-year old pro dancer and DWTS Australia judge for helping to keep him 
calm and happy. 
 

Johnson expressed similar appreciation for Herjavec when she told ET Online on Oct. 1 that she thinks 
he's "great" and confirmed that they're still having "a lot of fun" together. Neither commented directly 
on the subject of marriage. 
 

Recent times have seen the duo enjoying plenty of time together. The two shared a sweet smooch during 
an appearance on DWTS All Access on Sept. 14, and Johnson posted an Instagram photo of herself and 
Herjavec with music legend Billy Joel at Madison Square Garden on the weekend of Sept. 26. Earlier in 
the summer, the two shared time in Australia as Johnson fulfilled her DWTS judging duties in the land 
down under. 
 

Other Dancing romances 
 

Although Herjavec and Johnson are arguably the most-followed romance in Dancing with the Stars 
history, they're not the only show alums to find luck in love in recent times. Judge and former pro coach 
Julianne Hough got engaged to hockey player Brooks Laich in August, season eight champion Shawn 
Johnson said yes when her boyfriend, NFL player Andrew East, proposed in July, and show pros Peta 
Murgatroyd and Maksim Chmerkovskiy renewed their own relationship after a previous split. 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1FV7qN6 
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Loliware Company Receives $600,000 From Shark Tank Members 

October 3, 2015 by Jason Edgerton 
 

On a recent episode of Shark Tank,  LOLIWARE caught the 
attention of the Sharks and persuaded Mark Cuban and 
Barbara Corcoran to buy 25 percent equity in the company 
for $600,000.  The Sharks all seemed very enthusiastic and 
interested in the LOLIWARE  business. 
 

Jake B from Empty Lighthouse Magazine reported how the 
negotiation went between the LOLIWARE owners and the 

Sharks: 
 

“Robert Herjavec wanted in at $600,000 but wanted more equity and the owners countered with 25%. 
Cuban jumped in with an equal solo offer trying to steal the deal. 
 

Mark Cuban and Robert Herjavec then made a joint deal offering to split the cost and put up the entire 
$600,000 for 25%. 
 

Kevin O’leary wanted in however, on the $600,000 for 25% at $200,000 shares with another two sharks 
but the deal fell through. 
 

Lori Greiner left the race for the deal midway through. 
 

In the end two offers came to the owners one, from Mark Cuban and Corcoran and one from Cuban and 
Herjavec, both for $600,000 at 25%. The owners decided to accept the deal with Cuban and Corcoran 
based on Corcoran’s experience and Cuban’s financial abilities.” 
 

What is LOLIWARE? The LOLOWARE company website gives the following description: 
 

“LOLIWARE is a revolutionary new drinking and eating experience. The first and only edible disposable 
cup, it is 100% all natural, non-GMO, gelatin-free, gluten-free, plastic-free, BPA-free, non-toxic, and 
FDA approved … available in Yuzu Citrus, Tart Cherry, Matcha Green Tea, Vanilla Bean, and an 
unflavored “natural clear,” to complement drinks and desserts … made from seaweed, organic 
sweeteners and flavors and colors derived from fruits and vegetables. The single-use cups are designed 
to serve room temperature, chilled, or frozen drinks and desserts. Considered the ‘Cup of the Future,’ 
these premium disposable cups are the first product in what will be an expanded line of 100% 
biodegr(edible) tableware and packaging.  The future of biodegr(edible) includes cups in a variety of 
sizes, straws, functional food additions, and even edible water bottles.” 
 

– http://www.loliware.com/about/ 
 

Right now they are offering a 4 pack and 16 pack with multiple flavours to purchase on their website. 
 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1j4MQza 
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‘Shark Tank’ review: LOLIWARE, O’Dang Hummus, Splikity, 
Mikki Bey Eyelash Extensions 

October 3, 2015 
 

Tonight, “Shark Tank” has got a little bit of everything. We’ve got 
food, we’ve got technology, and we’ve got cups that can actually 
double as food. Also, eyelash extensions! There is a lot of fun to be 
had here, and we are going to be here to review the entire episode 
live. 

 

The Sharks tonight are back to their normal lineup, and that 
includes Robert Herjavec, Kevin O’Leary, Mark Cuban, Lori 
Greiner, and Barbara Corcoran. 

 

O’Dang Hummus – We still love the name. However, there are 
many issues with the product still, with the biggest one being just 

it is a grocery brand! There are so many things that can go wrong here, even if we did have an 
entrepreneur here who was passionate and really tried to think about everything. We know he’s going 
to work hard at this. 

 

Yes, Mark Cuban did proclaim that he made a mistake for taking Robert Herjavec and Lori Greiner’s 
deal, and maybe he did given that Mark would have given him a better overall valuation. Still, these are 
two Sharks! That’s always better than one in our book. We’re still not sure if we are going to be a 
consumer, but that is because of our own aversion to hummus. 

 

Splikity – The latest tech innovation … but is it really that innovative? The basic idea of this product 
is that it allows you to make saving passwords easier. It’s not that innovative, and it felt like these two 
guys were as nervous as nervous could be for the entire presentation, basically as soon as Mark Cuban 
said he was out when he heard about their lack of a technology background. 

 

We do think that some Sharks had their minds made up the moment they started to talk, but here’s 
where the blame lands on these guys: They needed to do something and quick to prove that there was 
something here that was worth checking out! Their biggest problem is that they never explained anything 
that was proprietary, and without that, there was ultimately no point in shelling out the money. No deal. 

 

Mikki Bey Eyelash Extensions – This was an emotional pitch. Also, we think that Barbara may be right 
when it comes to the crying argument, mostly because we do find it somewhat frustrating as a viewer 
when someone, regardless of gender, goes into the Tank and starts to become emotional. It doesn’t make 
them any more or less passionate about their company than someone who is stoic, and we like to look at 
the brand itself. This is a good business! It’s just not something that a Shark would really be able to help 
because a million-dollar brand unless she came in there with a patent already established. No deal. 

 

LOLIWARE – You can use them to drink something, and then eat them rather than throw it away! 
We love the brand, and we also love the presentation. This is going to be pretty big; we don’t necessarily 
see it as upscale as they presented it, since we could see this being perfect for college parties as a 
replacement for Solo cups and the like. 
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Needless to say, every single person in the Tank wanted a piece of this pie, and we totally understand 
the reasoning. Here is the hilarious thing: Robert Herjavec came up with a brilliant idea to split the 
earnings up and help them finish the round of fundraising. However, these two ladies went with Barbara 
and Mark instead. We love Robert, but this completely up Barbara’s alley, and there was great fun in 
seeing Mark basically being the belle of the ball. 

 

If you want to see some other highlights from this season of “Shark Tank,” be sure to head over to the 
link here! Also, sign up now to get some further TV updates on all we cover via our CarterMatt 
Newsletter. (Photo: ABC.) 

 
Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1OTTiqq 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Exclusive: Robert Herjavec on blessings, humility, 'DWTS,' and 

Kym Johnson 
October 2, 2016 by Sherry Wight 

 
Canadian business guru Robert Herjavec, who founded the 
enormously successful cybersecurity firm The Herjavec Group in 
2003 before becoming a series regular on ABC's "Shark Tank," knows 
that success is a product of extremely hard work and dedication. 
Examiner caught up with Herjavec on Sept. 28 for an exclusive 
interview that touched on a number of topics, including his 
involvement with the Deluxe Corporation's Small Business 
Revolution, why he thinks viewers buy into the "Shark Tank" model, 
and how girlfriend Kym Johnson --whom he met during his tenure 
as a contestant on "Dancing with the Stars"-- makes him a better 
person. 
 

Sherry Wight: You have a special role in a new documentary created 
in honor of the Small Business Revolution. Can you tell me about it? 
Robert Herjavec: I'm hosting and I'm part of the documentary, and 
it's really inspiring and I'm very proud of it. We're profiling this 

movement that celebrates a lot of small businesses, 100 businesses across America, and we're nominating 
special ones --and local consumers can nominate their local business-- and they [can] get a check for 
$25,000. It's really a celebration. [On Sept. 27] in Minnesota, we walked into a business with Lee 
[Schram], the CEO of Deluxe, and we gave them $25,000. And they were really happy, as you can 
imagine. 
 

SW: I can imagine. What are some of your top tips for budding small business owners? 
RH: You've got to love what you do. I know it's a cliche, but if you love what you do, you'll never work 
a day in your life. You've got to be great at something; the world doesn't reward mediocrity. And you've 
got to be able to absorb failure. It's not always going to be nice and sunny, and business is not a fluffy, 
feely, kum ba yah, let's hold hands kind of thing. It's a full-on contact sport and you've got to be able to 
compete and do it every day. 
 

SW: What do you do to handle failure? 
RH: Oh my gosh, I've failed so many times. I always say I'm not defined by my successes, I'm defined 
by the times I've failed. I'm lucky because I have a short term memory, so I tend to let failure go pretty 
quickly, otherwise I don't think I could get up in the morning. But I'm an eternal optimist. I believe that 
tomorrow will be better than today. It's interesting: I've never met somebody ultra successful that doesn't 
have a fundamental belief in the future. 
 

SW: Ah, that must be a key then. So the new season of "Shark Tank" just started. What about your 
experience on that show has kept you coming back for more? 
RH: I love the show. I think the show really inspires a lot of people to start a business. When I started 
in business, there [were] no shows like "Shark Tank." It wasn't cool to be in business. Now you have five 
funny-looking people who are very motivating to a lot of people. We have no talent --we can't sing, we 
can't dance, we're certainly not good looking-- but here we are: we're successful in our own ways. I think 
what that does for people is show you that you can get ahead and you don't have to be super special. 
You've just got to be motivated, you've got to work very hard, and you've got to have a great idea. 
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SW: What's been your favorite show pitch to date? 
RH: Well, my favorite pitches [are] probably the ones I've invested in. I've had a number of them, from 
Tipsy Elves to Happy Feet to Cord Buddy, we've had a lot of them, it's been seven years. But I think the 
consistent ones are the ones where we really effect change: change people's lives, change the community, 
grow a business, and make money, which is always really good. 

 
SW: I don't really think it's a stretch to call you the most lovable shark of them all. Why do you think 
America buys into your brand of doing things?  
RH: Well, I appreciate you saying that. I think the thing about the show is it's really us. We're not very 
good actors. People often say to me 'is Kevin [O'Leary] really that mean?' and I always say 'yeah, that's 
really him,' and 'is Mark [Cuban] really that pushy sometimes?' and I'm like 'yeah.' It's really us, and 
what you see is what you get. I just try to be empathetic to people. My mom and dad always taught me 
'never be rude to somebody.' I always remember when I first started out, my mom said to me one time 
because I was really self-conscious because I didn't have a lot of confidence, she took me aside and said 
'you know, never be afraid of somebody else. Nobody is better than you. But, you're no better than 
anybody else.' I always try to have that level mindset with anybody who comes out on the show. Just 
because I'm sitting in that chair doesn't mean that I'm any better than people coming out. You have to 
have that level of humility. 

 
SW: Yes. I think that's it. For me, that's what makes you my favorite shark: you do have a humility that 
I don't necessarily see from everyone else all the time. 
RH: Well, you certainly don't see it from Kevin. Let's agree on that. But there are times that he is very 
human, and that's the beauty of our show. It's very unpredictable. I think it's impossible to watch "Shark 
Tank" and not be motivated. 

 
SW: I loved you and Kym on "Dancing with the Stars" and I'm so thrilled that you found each other. 
Congratulations! 
RH: Thank you. It's amazing how much I taught her about dancing, isn't it? I think she was a good 
dancer before I got on the show, but after the experience with me I think she became a great dancer. I 
hope she doesn't see this because I'll get in a lot of trouble for saying that. 

 
SW: You really kept your relationship on the down-low for a long time. I tried to get you to tell me about 
it in the spring when we talked and I got nothing! How's it been having it out in the open? 
RH: Well, I don't think we ever kept it on the down-low. I think it just developed naturally and it's great. 
She's a wonderful human being and she's been very successful on the show. You spend 75 days with 
another human being, six hours a day or more, and you're either really going to like that person or you're 
going to figure out that you really don't like them. Fortunately we really liked each other, and still do, 
and it's been a great experience. 

 
SW: I find that my husband makes me a better person in a lot of ways. How do you think she makes you 
a better person? 
RH: Wow, your husband makes you a better person? It's great that you would say that. She certainly 
makes me calmer and anytime that you can find somebody in life that you can share stuff with and you 
get along with, it makes you happier, and that's better than not being happier. I think [she] brings me to 
a better place. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

SW: Who is your pick to win the current season? I know Kym likes Bindi [Irwin], but what about you? 
RH: By the way, what about the current season and the quality of dancing? Why do I get stuck on the 
season where everybody is a great dancer? I think Kym and I definitely would've won this season. Look 
at the scores: fours and fives! I like Bindi. I like Bindi a lot. I think she's a very good dancer. And what's 
the name of the husband? 

 
SW: Carlos? Carlos PenaVega? 
RH: Yeah! I think he's a great dancer. I think he has a chance to win it. But I'm going to root for Bindi 
because I do have a special place in my heart for Australians. 

 
SW: Ah, yes indeed. So what else is up for you in the months to come? 
RH: I'm involved with this documentary and I'm involved with the Deluxe Corporation. I think it's great 
to celebrate small business. It's very near and dear to my heart. [The "Shark Tank" spin-off] "Beyond 
the Tank" premieres in a couple of weeks. Then we have a book coming out in the spring. And of course 
through all of this, I've got my cybersecurity business which is very near and dear to my heart. So, very 
busy. But I'm not complaining, because that's the thing: if you want to run a small business you've got 
to learn how to multitask. 

 
SW: Absolutely. And you are blessed, my man. 
RH: Oh, I am absolutely blessed, I'm absolutely humbled, and I'm so grateful to be here. It's funny, 
people always say to me: 'how do you never get tired?' and I'm like 'of course I get tired' but I'm so 
excited about the opportunity and how hard I've worked to get here and we have an incredible team that 
we work with. So yeah, I'm absolutely blessed. 
 
 
 

Digital Link: http://exm.nr/1Z5fp0o 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

'Shark Tank' Recap: 'Loliware,' 'Mikki Bey Eyelash Extensions,' 'ODANG 
Hummus' & 'Splikity' 

October 2, 2015 by Jake B 
 

The seventh season of ABC's Shark Tank continues as 
Loliware, Mikki Bey Eyelash Extensions, ODANG 
Hummus and Splikity seek investments from Mark Cuban, 
Kevin O'Leary, Lori Greiner, Robert Herjavec and 
Barbara Corcoran. 
 

Cuban, O'Leary, Greiner, Corcoran and Herjavec are 
greeted by another batch of four companies who are trying 
to take their products to the next level, hopefully, with the 
help of one of the Sharks. 
 

About Loliware: Chelsea Briganti and Leigh Ann Tucker 
are the masterminds behind Loliware a product that is 
exactly what it sounds like. Loliware is a line of edible cups 
made from a number of organic ingredients such as, 
seaweed, organic sweeteners and fruit flavors. They are 
hoping that the sharks are willing to take a bite out of their 

product. 
 

"LOLIWARE launched with the world’s first biodegr(edible) cup in March 2015. The company’s mission 
is to transform the tableware and packaging industries by creating products that are non-toxic, fun, and 
delicious." – Loliware 
 

The ask: $150,000 for 10% of the company. 
 

How it went down: Robert Herjavec wanted in at $600,000 but wanted more equity and the owners 
countered with 25%. Cuban jumped in with an equal solo offer trying to steal the deal. Mark Cuban and 
Robert Herjavec then made a joint deal offering to split the cost and put up the entire $600,000 for 25%. 
Kevin O'leary wanted in however, on the $600,000 for 25% at $200,000 shares with another two sharks 
but the deal fell through. Lori Greiner left the race for the deal midway through. 
 

In the end two offers came to the owners one, from Mark Cuban and Corcoran and one from Cuban and 
Herjavec, both for $600,000 at 25%. The owners decided to accept the deal with Cuban and Corcoran 
based on Corcoran's experience and Cuban's financial abilities. 
 

About Mikki Bey Eyelash Extensions: Mikki Bey is the founder of Mikki Bey Eyelash Extensions and she 
is looking to take her marketing to the next level with some help from the sharks. Bey has been working 
as a celebrity makeup artist and has a lot of experience in the makeup industry, tonight she makes her 
case in front of the sharks to see which one might be willing to attack. 
 

"Mikki Bey is the authority on eyelash extensions. With over 10 years of experience in the beauty industry, 
Mikki has become one of the most sought-after beauty experts in the country. Mikki is a licensed 
esthetician who was selected by The Recording Academy to be a member of #GRAMMYglam, an elite 
team of beauty professionals chosen to report live from the Grammys." - Mikki Bey Eyelash Extensions 
 

They ask: $300,000 for 20% of the company. 
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How it went down: Lori Greiner was unmoved by the tears and dropped out of the bidding first not 
seeing the future development. Mark Cuban dropped out quickly thereafter. Barbara Corcoran could 
not make an offer and advised the owner to control her emotion. Robert Herjavec did not make an offer 
of investment either. Kevin O'leary had nothing to say and never made any proposal. 
 

About O'Dang Hummus: O'Dang Hummus creator Jesse Wolfe is looking to make his product even 
more mainstream by extending out to other vendors with the help of the sharks. His hummus product 
is offered in a variety of flavors including favorite sauce flavors like Buffalo. 
 

"It started as healthy eating for home, but the moment Jesse’s hummus slipped out to the people, the 
response was an overwhelming wave of 'this is ridiculously good.' Met with a chance to put his 
homemade product to the test in an entrepreneurial competition called The Joust, with just thirty-six 
hours to prepare, Jesse’s untraditional take on a traditional dish swept the competition." - O'Dang 
Hummus 
 

The ask: $50,000 for 10% of the company. 
 

How it went down: Kevin O'Leary was impressed and offer $50,000 for 20% of the company. Barbara 
Corcoran felt the owner was inexperienced and dropped out. Robert Herjavec offered $50,000 for 15% 
of the company. Lori Greiner offered to combine forces with Robert Herjavec and put forth an offer of 
$50,000 for 25% of the company and locked up the deal with O'dang. Mark Cuban never even got a 
chance to offer. 
 

About Splikity: When thinking about password security and cybersecurity Chad and Doug Clark wanted 
to invent a secure way to keep track of all your passwords. Cybersecurity is a very big issue especially 
with the latest round of hacks on the U.S. Federal government and countless amounts of social media 
account hacks, that's where Splikity comes in. The Clarks will look to the sharks in order to help cyber 
users keep their personal information safe. 
 

"Splikity remembers all of your passwords so you don't have to and keeps you safe from hackers. It's 
impossible to remember all of your passwords, so Splikity does the work for you. And Splikity helps you 
create strong, unique passwords to help keep you safe from hackers." – Splikity 
 

The ask: $200,000 for 10% of company. 
 

How it went down: Mark Cuban dropped out immediately. Robert Herjavec also dropped out. Barbara 
Corcoran quickly followed the trend and did not offer a deal either. Lori Greiner was last to quit the 
bidding. Kevin O'leary offered $200,000 in venture debt expecting 10% of sales up to $600,000 including 
repayment of the loan also requiring 5% of the company overall. The owner, however declined the offer. 

 
 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1VzUG5C 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Shark Tank: Robert Herjavec and Lori Greiner Take A Bite of O’Dang 
Hummus for $50,000 
October 2, 2015 by Erica Abbott 

 
First into the tank is Jesse Wolfe of O’Dang 
Hummus seeking $50,000 for 10 percent of his 
company. Putting a new twist on the classic 
taste of hummus, flavors range in dill pickle, 
black bean and more. 
 
It is generally 30 calories per serving, making it 
healthier than most others. 
 
Wolfe has also been adding an extension onto 
his business–a salad dressing that are “shelf 
stable” and oil free. They have sold $70,000 
worth of product. 
 
Lori Greiner and Kevin O’Leary begin 
questioning how much he is selling and where 
he is selling them. 
 
Mark Cuban adds on that the black bean favor 
is “the sh*t.” 

 
He has put about $40,000 into the co 
 
mpany, but Barbara Corcoran worries that he won’t be able to get them into stores, thinks he’s naive 
and doesn’t trust him, so she goes out. 
 
Robert Herjavec takes the first bite and offers $50,000 for 15 percent, but O’Leary quickly swoops in 
and offers $50,000 for 20 percent. Greiner would be willing to work with Herjavec, but for 20 percent 
equity. 
 
Final deal: Robert Herjavec and Lori Greiner for $50,000 for 20 percent. 
 
 
 

 
Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1KWSI7g 
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SHARK TANK 701: Ashton Kutcher vs Kevin O’Leary 
October 2, 2015 by Ricki Reay 

 

The Season 7 premiere of ABC’s Shark Tank 
kicked off as entertaining as it always is. This 
season began with a bang, as the show 
invited “prolific investor and investor 
capitalist” Ashton Kutcher to the tank. 
Ashton joined tank regulars Kevin O’Leary, 
Robert Herjavec, Mark Cuban and Lori 
Greiner. 

 

Although Ashton is known for his role as 
not-so-bright Michael Kelso on That 70s 
Show, he has more recently become involved in numerous high tech companies including Skype and 
AirBnb. In 2013, Kutcher was even named a product engineer for well-known PC company Lenovo. As 
a shark, Ashton undoubtedly proves he knows the right questions to ask when it comes to investing in 
entrepreneurs, but I will admit it was difficult to take him seriously. I couldn’t help but feel like the 
whole thing was a sketch on SNL or something, but I think with time he will be able to establish himself 
as a savvy investor, maybe even a permanent “shark.” 
 

Pitch #1: The Beebo Seeking: $200,000 for a 20% stake 
The Beebo is a shoulder sling that holds a baby bottle in place on the chest, allowing parents to bottle-
feed their baby hands free. The product is well designed, but several of the sharks explain that they don’t 
think it solves a big enough problem. 
 

However, Lori ends up asking Ashton to come in on a deal of $200k for 30%. Ashton, being a new father, 
decides to join Lori. This marks the first deal Ashton makes as a shark. 

 

Pitch #2: Acton Rocket Skates Seeking: $1,000,000 for a 3.5% stake 
Acton’s Rocket Skates are electric-powered roller skates that can wheel up to 10 miles per hour. 
Although the company has been growing rapidly, the sharks are still hesitant towards investing $1 
million for the measly 3.5% stake they are being offered. Unfortunately, the only shark that ends up 
offering is Kevin, but he asks for 15%.  
However, the entrepreneur isn’t willing to drop his company’s valuation that drastically and walks – I 
mean, skates away. 
 

Pitch #3: McClary Bros. Drinking Vinegars Seeking: $100,000 for a 15% stake 
McClary Bros. Drinking Vinegars is a line of specialized vinegar cocktail mixers. They are sold as natural 
alternatives to sodas and other artificial mixers. Unfortunately, every shark that takes a taste or even a 
sniff is obviously put-off by the product. All of the sharks drop out, and Kevin even begins his usual 
spiel to the company owner, basically telling her to never speak of this idea again. It is here, we see 
Ashton taking a strong stance against the intimidating Mr. Wonderful and argue with him saying, 
“You’re belittling people, and that’s not okay!” 
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Unfortunately, I don’t think Kevin takes Ashton all too seriously either. 
 

Pitch #4: SignalVault Seeking: $200,000 for a 12.5% stake 
SignalVault offers a card-sized device that blocks hackers from stealing your credit card information 
while it is “safely” tucked away in your wallet. The sharks become increasingly interested, as the 
entrepreneur tells them he makes each product for $.75 and sells them for $14.95. 
 

Initially, Kevin offers $200,000 for 20%. Meanwhile, Lori offers him 200% for 18%. Shortly after, Robert 
Herjavec, who owns a multi-million-dollar Internet security firm, expresses interest in the business. The 
entrepreneur begins negotiating and tries to strike a deal with both Lori and Robert. He ends up closing 
a deal with both the sharks at $200,000 for 25%. Evidently, the more sharks you get, the more you have 
to pay! 

 
Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1Rrr4BG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

‘Shark Tank’ Showcases UCF Hummus  
By Hal Boedeker  

UPDATED: "Shark Tank" highlighted 
Central Florida in its season premiere last 
week, and the ABC reality series is back for 
more in episode two. 
 

The network preview reads: "A recent 
college graduate from Orlando takes the 
Sharks' taste buds on a 'joy ride to flavor 
town' with his twist on the traditional 
hummus." 

 
 

That graduate is Jesse Wolfe of the University of Central Florida. He is CEO of O'Dang Hummus, a 
UCF startup company run by UCF students. 
 

"'Shark Tank' has literally been one of the most incredible experiences of my life," Wolfe said in an 
email. "It has been exciting, scary, fun, tough and tiring. But there is not one thing I would change. To 
me this is one of my greatest life goals that has come true. I have poured so much blood, sweat and tears 
to get my company ready for this exact moment. I could not have grown this fast or been this prepared 
for the 'Shark Tank' experience if not for my incredible support system at the UCF College of Business 
and the UCF Blackstone Launch Pad." 
 

The episode airs at 9 p.m. Friday on WFTV-Channel 9. But O'Dang Hummus must be doing something 
right: Its product will be sold at Publix stores. 
 

"Funny thing about the 'Shark Tank' experience is that I pretty much founded my business in 2013 out 
of the UCF Joust Business Plan competition," Wolfe said. "That competition, where we placed third, is 
very 'Shark Tank'-like with the way you pitch to the judges. From that moment when I placed top three. 
I knew I had a cool idea, and I began chasing this dream." 
 

The "Shark Tank" season premiere last week featured Chris Gilpin of DeBary. He secured investments 
from sharks Robert Herjavec and Lori Greiner for the start-up company SignalVault. 
 

Wolfe couldn't talk about his outcome. Yet. 
 

"But I will say that 'Shark Tank' is extremely real," Wolfe said. "There are no cue cards or any scripts. 
What you see on TV is exactly what happens. The entire process has been an eight-month journey that 
has been a roller coaster of emotion. I am so grateful to the sharks, the producers, UCF and especially 
our fans. We would not even be anywhere close to this moment without all of the love and support from 
our fans." 
 

"Shark Tank" has another local connection: Executive producer Clay Newbill graduated from UCF in 
1982. 
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The sharks in the O'Dang Hummus episode will be Greiner, Herjavec, Mark Cuban, Barbara Corcoran 
and Kevin O'Leary. 
 

According to ABC, the episode also features: "a passionate aesthetician from Los Angeles wants to 
convince the sharks they are just one wink away from investing in her eyelash extensions business; two 
friends from New York believe their edible cups are a delicious alternative to the disposable version 
while helping the environment; and two brothers from Paradise Valley, Ariz., donned tuxedos to show 
the Sharks how formally serious they are when it comes to pitching their solution to the dreaded, 
forgotten computer password." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1L95bpR  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Kym Johnson Says she and Boyfriend Robert Herjavec are 
still just ‘Having a lot of fun’  

 
Dancing With the Stars pro Kym Johnson gushed to 
ET about her boyfriend, businessman and Shark 
Tank star Robert Herjavec, but they may be a long 
way from wedding bells. 
 

“We love spending time together, and he was so 
great on Dancing With the Stars,” Johnson told ET 
when asked if marriage was in their future. “We had 
the best experience, and he’s great. We’re having a 
lot of fun.” 
 

WATCH: ‘DWTS’ Couple Robert Herjavec and 
Kym Johnson Really Are ‘Madly In Love’ 
 

Johnson, 39, and Herjavec, 53, met on ABC’s 
dancing competition show after being paired 
together last season. The two quickly fell in love, 
which was most evident in a passionate kiss they 
shared after one of their dances. 
 

The new relationship came at a good time when 
Herjavec clearly needed it most. In March, he 
confirmed that he had split from his wife of 24 years, 
Diane Plese, and admitted he felt suicidal after their 
breakup. “I just wanted to end it,” he told People 
about a scary incident in July 2014 when he 
contemplated jumping off the balcony of his 
Toronto hotel room. “It’s been a terribly difficult 
year.” 
 

While the new couple has kept quiet about their 
relationship, they have shared sweet moments on 
Twitter. 

 
 

 
 

Digital Link: http://yhoo.it/1Gp1zuv 
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Investor Surprises MN Nice Spice Owner with $25k Check 
 
MINNEAPOLIS - Sometimes surprises can 
be an unwelcome thing. 
 
But for a Northeast Minneapolis business 
owner who was blindsided by the unexpected 
Tuesday... it was not one of those unpleasant 
occasions. 
 
Shark Tank's Robert Herjavec presented 

Debb Masterson of Minnesota Nice Spice with a $25,000 check. 
 
Minnesota Nice Spice sells customized spice blends. Friends and customers nominated 
Masterson to win $25,000 through the Small Business Revolution movement, presented by 
Deluxe Corporation. 
 
Masterson says she's always enjoyed concocting her own spice blends, but what really moved 
her to start Minnesota Nice Spice was her sister Lucy, who has a developmental disorder and 
works as an artist at the Interact Center. 
 
Gov. Mark Dayton will also declare Wednesday as Small Business Day in Minnesota. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digital Link: http://kare11.tv/1LovSsw  
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Shark Tank’s Robert Herjavec Gives Business Tips  
 

 
Robert Herjavec joined Good 
Morning Utah via satellite 
Wednesday morning to share his 
story of humble beginnings, 
delivering newspapers and waiting 
tables, that eventually led to his rise 
to the top. Robert has built and 
sold several IT companies to major 
players such as AT&T. 

  
In 2003, Robert founded Herjavec 
Group, which quickly proved itself 

as one of North America's fastest growing technology companies. 
  

His books, "Driven" and "The Will to Win," were simultaneously Top 10 best-sellers. 
  

Now, he shares his expertise with other entrepreneurs each week as a leading Shark on ABC's 
Emmy Award-winning hit "Shark Tank." 

  
Joining Herjavec was Amanda Brinkman. Amanda is the Chief Brand & Communications 
Officer of Deluxe Corp. Brinkman specializes in internal marketing, brand management and 
interactive development. 

  
Currently, she serves as Vice Chairman of the Children's Cancer Research Fund Board of 
Directors and a Member of the Make-A-Wish Foundation Board. 

 
 
 
 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1KWnkDD  
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How This 'Shark Tank' Entrepreneur Scored a Movie Deal for His 
Product 

Entrepreneur Neal Hoffman is taking his Hanukkah-themed company  
Mensch on a Bench beyond the usual retail channels. Here's how. 

September 30, 2015 by Graham Winfrey 
 

Shark Tank's favorite mensch in headed to Hollywood. 
 

Mensch on a Bench, the Hanukkah-themed plush toy 
company that won a $150,000 investment on Shark Tank last 
December, recently sold the film and TV rights for its main 
character "Moshe the mensch" to Los Angeles-based Pilgrim 
Studios. Mensch on a Bench founder Neal Hoffman declined 
to comment on the terms of the deal, but said the rights 
purchase involved a "nominal fee" for six months, after which Pilgrim would be able to purchase the 
rights for another six months for a larger fee. The word "mensch" is Yiddish for a person of integrity 
and honor. 
 

The Jewish equivalent of Elf on a Shelf, Cincinnati-based Mensch on a Bench sells a 12-inch plush doll 
and hardcover storybook for children. Pilgrim, which also produced the reality series American 
Chopper, based on custom motorcycle company Orange County Choppers, plans to produce an 
animated special featuring the character of Moshe for the 2016 holiday season, according to Hoffman. 
Rather than adapt Hoffman's storybook tale of Moshe--a rabbi who was in the temple when Judah and 
the Maccabees won the war against the Greeks--the company is expected to create a new story using the 
character. Pilgrim did not return a call for comment Tuesday. 
 

Shark Tank hosts Lori Greiner and Robert Herjavec acquired 15 percent of Mensch on a Bench last year. 
Founded by Hoffman in 2013, Mensch on a Bench generated $930,000 in annual revenue last year and 
$250,000 in profit. Though the company faces a shorter selling season in 2015, as Hanukkah starts a week 
earlier than in 2014, Hoffman is projecting $250,000 in profit again this year.  
 

"A later Hanukkah can actually double the Hanukkah business," Hoffman says. This year, Hanukkah 
begins on the evening of Sunday, December 6, and ends on the evening of Monday, December 14. 
 

Mensch on a Bench is sold primarily in retailers like Bed Bath & Beyond, Target and Toys R Us. The 
company also sells directly through its website and other online retailers like Amazon. So how did Moshe 
the mensch land a movie deal? Hoffman says the company's greatest asset is the fact that it owns an 
intellectual property in a category without any iconic products.  
 

"In the Christian and secular communities you have all these great characters, like Rudolph, Santa, 
Frosty and Elves," Hoffman says. "The fact that something came out for Jewish people filled a niche." 
 

When Pilgrim Studios discovered the product, they immediately reached out to make an offer, according 
to Hoffman. The company even tried to match the sharks' offer by investing $150,000 for 15 percent of 
the business, a deal Hoffman says he turned down. Greiner and Herjavec remain the company's only 
outside investors since Hoffman launched his business on Kickstarter, raising $22,000. Hoffman says 
the company has been profitable since selling its first thousand units.  

 

OUTLET: INC. 
DATE: SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 
IMPRESSIONS: 4,120,860 



 
 
 
 
 
For the upcoming holiday season, Hoffman is launching new products including a new version of the 
doll, a plush singing Menorah that teaches Hanukkah prayers, and a plush dreidel. Almost all of the 
investment from Shark Tank has gone toward new product development and inventory. Hoffman 
continues to run the company with just one additional full time employee and relies on word-of-mouth 
marketing, which he says has been a winning strategy. 
 

"You couldn't escape the Mensch last year," he says, adding that company generated one billion media 
impressions in 2014, thanks in part to appearances on shows like Shark Tank, The Today Show and The 
View. 

 

"People were taking it to work and putting it on their desk.” 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1O8cUXB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
  

 
 

Shark Tank Investor Presents $25K Check to NE Mpls. Business Owner 
September 29, 2015 by Rebecca Omastiak 

 
A Northeast Minneapolis woman was 
surprised with a $25,000 check on 
Tuesday, presented by Shark Tank’s 
Robert Herjavec. 
 
Debb Masterson owns Minnesota Nice 
Spice, which sells customized spice 
blends. Friends and customers nominated 
Masterson to win $25,000 through the 
Small Business Revolution movement, 
presented by Deluxe Corporation. 
 

Herjavec, one of the investors on the ABC show Shark Tank, presented the check to Masterson at her 
business. 
 
Masterson will speak to 5 EYEWITNESS NEWS on Wednesday morning about what she plans to do 
with the $25,000 and what it means to be a small business owner. 
 
Gov. Mark Dayton will also declare Wednesday as Small Business Day in Minnesota.  

 
 
 

 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1VrnA2q 
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‘Shark Tank’: DeBary Man Scores in Ratings  
By Hal Boedeker  

 
Six million total viewers witnessed a victory by 
DeBary entrepreneur Chris Gilpin on Friday's 
season premiere of "Shark Tank."  

 
He secured investments from sharks Robert 
Herjavec and Lori Greiner for the start-up 
company Signal Vault.  

 
"Shark Tank" was Friday's most-watched 
show with the 18-to-49 age group.  

 
ABC won the race for young adult viewers with strong performances by "Last Man Standing" 
(6.3 million overall viewers) and "20/20," which drew 5.4 million for a look back at the O.J. 
Simpson murder trial. 
 
But CBS had the most Friday viewers, thanks to the season premieres of "Blue Bloods," with a 
Friday's best 9.9 million, and "Hawaii Five-0," with 8.1 million. CBS started the night with "The 
Amazing Race" and 5.8 million. ("Race" was preempted in New York for coverage of the pope.) 

 
The prime-time averages for the broadcast networks: CBS with 7.9 million, ABC with 5.5 
million, NBC with 4.4 million, Fox with 2.3 million for reruns and The CW with 1.3 million.  

 
NBC offered a two-hour "Dateline" that averaged 5 million viewers. 

 
Otherwise, there were repeats of series premieres: "The Muppets" on ABC with 3.8 million, 
"Best Time Ever" on NBC with 3.1 million, "Minority Report" on Fox with 2.3 million and 
"Rosewood" on Fox with 2.2 million. 

 
 
 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1P0ltmC  
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Ashton Kutcher Nailed his “Shark Tank” debut  
 

By Richard Feloni 
 

"Shark Tank" fans who know 37-year-old Ashton Kutcher 
from his comedic roles in films and sitcoms may have 
expected his appearance as a guest Shark on Friday's 
episode to be strictly for entertainment value. 

 
But after watching the seventh season's premiere, they'd 
see he's a formidable investor. 

 
Kutcher made a deal, imparted valuable insight to 
entrepreneurs, and even sparred with Kevin O'Leary. 

 
We recently spoke with "Shark Tank" mainstay Robert Herjavec, who said he found Kutcher's 
time on set earlier this year to be very impressive. 

 
"It was interesting," Herjavec said. "He came on and he filmed for the day. ... After the first 
pitch he looked at the rest of us and went, 'Whoa, what just happened?' But to his credit, by 
the third pitch, he was right in there. He's a very savvy business guy." 

 
Kutcher explained in an article for his website A Plus that it was his friend, the outspoken Shark 
Mark Cuban, who convinced him to audition for a guest role this season. He was initially 
reluctant, wondering if he'd be able to add value to investors outside of his expertise in 
consumer-tech startups, and he had reservations about how authentic the deal-making would 
be. Cuban convinced him it was not only real but that he could introduce some of his fans to a 
new side of him. 

 
Kutcher has been involved in business ventures since starting his production company, 
Katalyst, in 2003, and has been an investor through his venture capital firm A-Grade 
Investments. He's made successful seed round and Series A investments in companies like 
Uber, Airbnb, Spotify, and Soundcloud. His mentor has been the prominent Silicon Valley 
angel investor Ron Conway. 

 
And while he hasn't previously invested in companies similar to those on "Shark Tank," 
Kutcher did go in on a deal with Lori Greiner for a product in a radically different space. 

 
He and Greiner agreed to split a $200,000 investment for 15% each of Beebo, a shoulder strap 
that holds a baby bottle for optimal bottle-feeding. Kutcher and Greiner decided that Greiner 
could use her expertise to improve packaging and presentation, and Kutcher could use his name  
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recognition, massive social-media outreach, and 
role as a new dad to get Beebo the customers it 
needs. 
 
As Herjavec explained, Kutcher may have started 
a bit hesitant in the Tank, but after warming up, 
not even O'Leary's attacks fazed him. When 
O'Leary began dismissing the merit of 
entrepreneur Jess McClary's McClary Bros. 

drinking vinegars company and her ability to grow it, Kutcher stopped him to say, "You're 
belittling people, and that's not OK!" and made him stop talking so that he could speak. 

 
And even though Kutcher, like O'Leary, was not interested in making an investment in McClary 
Bros., he used his time to explain to her how she has a great opportunity to expand beyond the 
world of cocktails into the health market with her products. 

 
"Part of being [on 'Shark Tank'] is being able to have fun and being able to go after each other 
and at the end of it going 'it's just business,'" Kutcher told A Plus. "That being said, there are 
definitely times where you feel like you got burned, and you just gotta big boy up after that." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digital Link: http://read.bi/1MwB3nj  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

‘Shark Tank’ Guest Ashton Kutcher Didn’t Get Special 
Treatment, According to Head Shark  

By Allison Piwowarski  
Grab your scuba gear, because it's time to jump 

back into the tank. Entrepreneur hopefuls from 
around the country gather for Season 7 of Shark 
Tank hoping one of the "sharks" will want to 
invest in their product, invention, brand, and 
often, dream. The first episode back welcomes a 
familiar face — but not a familiar shark — to the 
tank, when Ashton Kutcher joins Shark Tank 
Season 7's premiere as a guest shark. Robert 
Herjavec, an incredibly successful businessman 
and main shark on the show, also returns to 
Season 7, and spoke about the upcoming season 
premiere's guest star, and how the attendance of 

crew spiked during Kutcher's appearance. "The amount of people that wanted to be on set the 
day he was there was very high," Herjavec tells Bustle in an interview. 

 
"Apparently he's very good looking," Herjavec says of Kutcher, playing ignorant to the possible 
correlation of the amount of people on set ("predominately women") and Kutcher's presence. 
But Kutcher's good looks doesn't mean the main sharks are going to go easy on him. "We don't 
treat him any differently than we do anybody else," Herjavec says. "We're as mean to him as we 
are to Lori [Greiner]." 

 
Herjavec, who has teamed up with Deluxe to tell the stories of small businesses around the 
country through the Small Business Revolution, says that there were 50,000 applicants to Shark 
Tank last year. Of those 50,000, only 200 came to Los Angeles to pitch their ideas. The sharks 
only heard 180 of them (according to Herjavec, they tried to hear all 200 "but Barbara [Corcoran] 
talks too much."). 

 
So out of the 180 hopefuls that came through Shark Tanks production last year, is there ever a 
moment that Herjavec thinks he missed out on not investing? "No," he says, quoting fellow 
shark Kevin O'Leary, "When they leave the tank, as Kevin says, they're dead to me." Obviously 
joking, Herjavec makes a point of saying that great ideas are abundant, "I don't invest in ideas, 
I invest in great entrepreneurs." 

 
You can catch the new season of Shark Tank on September 25, on ABC. For more information 
about the Small Business Revolution, or to get involved or nominate a small business, visit 
smallbusinessrevolution.org. 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1KZ4iQE   
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Shark Tank: Signal Vault Scans the Sharks for A Deal, 
Accepts Deal with Robert Herjavec and Lori Greiner for 

$200,00 
By Erica Abbott  

 
Chris Gilpin of Signal Vault is the final 
entrepreneur to enter the tank in the season 7 
premiere. He is offering $200,000 for 12.5 
percent of his company. His company aims to 
prevent hackers with scanners from obtaining 
credit and debit card information. The card 
protector is simply placed in the wallet near 
your cards and protects your information. 
 
The company started nearly 2 years ago and has 
sold 45,000. He started the company with the 
winnings from a $1 lottery ticket. He explains 
to the sharks that credit and debit card hacking 
is a multi-billion dollar problem, but admits 
that there is another major player in the space. 

O’Leary likes the product but will only bite for 20 percent. 
 
Greiner also makes an offer, but for 18 percent. She asks for a counter to which he tells her he 
wants to hear from Kutcher. He goes out. Greiner lowers her offer to 15 percent and says that 
she can make his product a household name. 
 
Security leader Herjavec then offers him a deal for $200,00 for 15 percent, the same as Greiner’s. 
The sharks who are in fight over the deal, citing all the ways that they could build his brand. 
Cuban thinks he is underestimating how hard it will be to grow his company and goes out. 
 
He questions whether Greiner and Herjavec will come together for a $250,000 investment for 
18 percent. They want better equity for a team of two and he offers back $200,000 for 25 percent. 
 
Final deal: Herjavec and Greiner for $200,000 for 25 percent. 
 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1O3AowY  
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The One Surprising Quality ‘Shark Tank’ Star Robert 
Herjavec Says All Entrepreneurs Must Master  

 
Don’t tell Robert Herjavec he has a business 
empire. 
 

“The only true empire out there is Lucious and 
Cookie,” jokes the Shark Tank star and 
ostensible fan of FOX hit Empire. I spoke with 
Herjavec this week as he gets ready for tonight’s 
Shark Tank season premiere and does 
promotion for his participation in Small 
Business Revolution, a documentary that tells 
the stories of 100 small businesses across the 
country. 

 

While Herjavec and his fellow Sharks don’t see the introductory vignettes the show airs before 
business hopefuls plead their case in front of the panel of ultra-successful entrepreneurs-slash-
investors, he says the ability to tell a good story about yourself and your product is a critical tool 
in getting people to pay attention to whatever you’re pitching. 
 

“The key is how you tell the story. In a very competitive world, where there’s lots of advertising 
and lots of ways to touch a customer or go to market, you have to tell your own story. We always 
encourage people who come on the show to do that. I want to hear why you’re in business, what 
you stand for and that you’re part of something,” he says. 
 

Often playing a facilitator role on Shark Tank and taking responsibility for keeping some of his 
more boisterous co-stars in check, Herjavec feels like he’s well-placed to serve as the voice of 
the proverbial little guy. 
 

“I’m a pretty good operator and I think that comes across on the show. I started a lot of 
businesses that started small and got big. I’m kind of the voice for small business and I take it 
very personally. The problems and struggles that these people see every day, I’ve been there.” 
 

Of course, appealing to a panel of wealthy millionaires and billionaires for cash and advice is 
only one limited avenue by which entrepreneurs can seek support for their burgeoning 
businesses. Herjavec, whose own tech business beginnings pre-date the internet era, doesn’t 
suffer lightly those who don’t take full advantage of the opportunities at their disposal. 
 

“The biggest difference today is there’s so many resources and companies designed to help 
small business. Today, with cloud computing and all the services available, you’re foolish if you 
don’t get help with it from someone who is better at it than you,” he says. 
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While Herjavec may be positioned as a kinder, gentler Shark when compared to his fellow 
Canadian compatriot, Kevin O’Leary (about whom he can’t resist tossing in a few good-natured 
barbs), his joviality is balanced by a deeply pragmatic streak. He eschews the romantic idea of 
the born entrepreneur in favor of a view more in line with the steely work ethic instilled in him 
by his Croatian immigrant father. 
 

“Mark Cuban and I argue about this all the time. He says he was born to be an entrepreneur 
and I say very few people know what they want to do at birth. Perhaps Mark knew when he 
came out of the womb that he wanted to be an entrepreneur, but I don’t buy that. I believe that 
you can do anything you want in life when the pain of your current situation is greater than  the 
discipline and hard work you need to put in in order to get ahead. It’s all a choice,” he says. 
 

And what’s that magical must-have quality Herjavec believes all entrepreneurs should choose 
to cultivate? Given his Canadian roots, perhaps the answer isn’t all that surprising. 
 

“I have a new book coming out next spring about sales, but I think after that I’m going to have 
another new book called ‘The Power of Being Nice.’ We just finished filming the other day and 
we had this lady come out and she was just so nice and so pleasant and personable.  She didn’t 
know what her numbers were, she didn’t know what her sales were going to be the next year, 
she didn’t know whether she had a patent. All of us were so supportive of her! Don’t worry 
about it. You can check all that stuff out. Two pitches later, another lady came out with the 
same lack of information, but she was just irritable. We jumped all over her. She lasted 15 
minutes and then left the Tank crying. You gotta be nice. It never ceases to amaze me that 
people come into the Shark Tank and aren’t nice to us. As a general rule of thumb, if you’re 
asking someone for money, it’s good to be nice. 

 
 
 
 

Digital Link: http://onforb.es/1iQoTMA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

How to Invest Like Shark Tank’s Robert Herjavec  
By Ashley Redmond  

 
Robert Herjavec, a millionaire entrepreneur 
and one of the cut-throat investors on the 
television show “Shark Tank,” rose from 
poverty to wealth by becoming a technology 
expert. Often considered one of the more 
low-key sharks, he utters frequently to his 
TV guests: “Don’t mistake my kindness for 
weakness.” 
 

Herjavec, a Croatian immigrant whose 
family fled to Canada when he was young, 
founded his first company in 1990, working 

out of the basement of his home. He grew the business into one of Canada’s biggest internet 
security software providers before selling it for $32 million to AT&T Canada. 
 

He later founded the Herjavec Group in 2003, which has become one of Canada’s fastest-
growing technology companies and the country’s largest IT security provider. He is the CEO. 
Herjavec grew the annual sales revenue from $400,000 to $150 million. 
 

He is also the author of two best-selling books: “Driven: How to Succeed in Business and in 
Life” and “The Will to Win.” Herjavec’s net worth is estimated to be at $100 million. 
 

If you’re interested in following Herjavec’s path to wealth, consider these tips for investing like 
the entrepreneur. 
 

Become an Expert 
Knowledge is power — and potentially money-making. Herjavec told Business News Daily that 
he always tells his kids “to become an expert at something and become such an expert at it that 
you can walk into a room and people will pay you for your knowledge.” 
 

Investors, do your homework. Understand your growth strategy and your exit strategy. Talk with 
company executives and industry experts. Have a passion for the product or service and be 
adaptable to change. 
 

Read: 6 Things Mark Cuban Says You Should Do With Your Money 
 

Heed Warnings 
If a business or product seems too good to be true, it probably is. So before you consider 
investing in a company that promises unusually high returns or that has a product or provider 
that isn’t regulated, beware. Ask to see documents such as financial statements audited by a 
certified public accountant. Do your research to avoid potential fraud. 
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Seek a Solid Product and Passionate Entrepreneur 
Herjavec looks for both when would-be entrepreneurs pitch their ideas and products to him 
and the others on “Shark Tank.” The hope is that the entrepreneurs would persuade one of the 
sharks to invest in their products or businesses. 
 

“If the people looking for our money are apathetic, or appear to be treating the process as a 
joke, they’re probably not going to work as hard as possible to make their ideas successes,” he 
said. 
 

Herjavec invested in nuts ‘n more, a product that was pitched on “Shark Tank.” The product 
delivered something different, a peanut butter spread with double the amount of protein and 
no added sugar — and had a passionate entrepreneur. That product has grown from $100,000 
in sales to over $6 million in two years. 
 

Invest in Startups 
One thing that Herjavec has in common with other billionaires like Richard Branson is that he 
invests in startups. Herjavec’s start-up investments include: Happy Feet, Revo Light  and Ruck 
Pack. 
 

For investors, a good place to start researching start-ups is AngelList, a site that has more than 
31,000 listed. 
 

Talk Less, Listen More 
You have two ears and one mouth. Listen well. Keep your eyes on your goal. When you do 
speak, choose your words wisely, Herjavec has said. 
 

Investors can implement this strategy by following a company’s quarterly results and by 
listening to earnings conference calls. You’ll get information on topics such as the overall 
financial health of the company, future strategies and role changes — all necessary information 
when considering an investment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Shark Tank (Season 7) Exclusive Interviews: Mark Cuban, 
Barbara Corcoran, Lori Greiner, Robert Herjavec, Daymond 

John and Kevin O’Leary  
 

Shark Tank returns for its seventh season 
this Friday, September 25th, at 9pm on 
ABC. Get ready for some new exciting 
deals this season! 

 
TV Equals was on the set of Shark Tank 
recently and got a chance to interview the 
shark themselves about what we can expect 
this season, their dream guest shark, their 
message for the fans and more. 

 
Below you will find our interviews with Mark Cuban, Lori Greiner, Kevin O’Leary, Daymond 

John, Barbara Corcoran and Robert Herjavec. 
 
 
 

Robert Herjavec Clip: http://bit.ly/1h0YASc  
 
 
 
 

Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1P0p9od  
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Robert Herjavec & Barbara Corcoran visit The Real  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1KTbVYE  
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Still hot! Kym Johnson and Robert Herjavec look radiant during 

Beverly Hills dinner date almost one year after meeting on Dancing 
With The Stars 

September 18, 2015 by Heidi Parker 
 
They met almost one year ago when they did the Mambo together 
on Dancing With The Stars - she was one of the pros while he 
was a celebrity contestant thanks to his work on Shark Tank. And 
the relationship seems to be still very hot as on Thursday Robert 
Herjavec, 52, and Kym Johnson, 39, looked radiant as they left 
their dinner date at Mr Chow in Beverly Hills together. This 
comes just days after the businessman told People, 'I'm very 
grateful I met Kym, it's been great.' 
 
Kym displayed her toned dancer's body in a sexy white dress that 
hugged her curves. Beige strappy heels gave her a modern edge 
and a matching YSL purse gave her a dash of luxury. The 
Australian wore her blonde locks pulled back and her makeup 
was done to perfection with neutral tones. Diamond earrings 
added even more sparkle. 
 
Robert didn't look too shabby either. The TV icon had on a 
dapper light grey suit with black shirt and matching dress shoes. 
And he drove his honey to the hot spot in a slick white Ferrari. 
He also told People it felt like a 'lifetime ago' when he met the 
energetic Kym on the ABC reality show. Their romance comes 
shortly after billionaire businessman Herjavec's split from wife of 
24 years, Diane Plese, with whom he has three teenage children.  

 
'It does, but it's only been eight months!' he added. 'We're really happy,' Johnson chimed.  
 
People caught up with the lovebirds on Saturday while at the Brent Shapiro Foundation 10th 
Anniversary Summer Spectacular. He also said his favorite date night is not out on the town. 'It's 
definitely when Kym is cooking at home,' he said. 'I'm not the best cook,' Johnson told People. 'But we 
eat out a lot, so I'm experimenting with making healthy foods. We like to hang out on the couch and 
watch a movie.' Kym is not a part of season 21 of Dancing With The Stars, but she said she would be 
watching the show. And she'll be rooting for fellow Australian Bindi Irwin. 
 
 

Digital Link: http://dailym.ai/1iJXig9 
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Celebrity Drive: 'Shark Tank' Investor Robert Herjavec 

Ferraris, Land Rovers, He Has Them All 
September 17, 2015 by K.S. Wang 

 
Quick Stats: Robert Herjavec businessman/host, ABC's 
"Shark Tank"  
Daily Driver: 2014 Land Rover Range Rover 
Autobiography (Robert's rating: 10 on a scale of 1 to 10)  
Other cars: Ferrari LaFerrari, Ferrari F12 Berlinetta, 
others  
Favorite road trip: Toronto to Vancouver  
Car he learned to drive in: Chevy Caprice station wagon  
First car bought: Mazda RX-7 
 

While all the judges/investors on ABC's venture-capital 
show "Shark Tank" are business-savvy and make for 

engaging television, Robert Herjavec is the only one who's a real car enthusiast and racer. Herjavec's 
daily driver is a 2014 Range Rover Autobiography, which he rates a perfect 10. Every car he has in his 
collection, he sayd, serves a difference purpose. "It depends. For me, if I'm just driving to get 
somewhere, it's just transportation. I'm a big car guy, but I like to drive cars when we drive. Going to 
work or going for business, I don't really honestly even notice the car. It's just transportation. It's a great 
car. It's fantastic." He calls the Range Rover the ultimate SUV. "I think it's the perfect blend of luxury 
and performance and style," he says. "I used to have a Cadillac Escalade, which is a great car, but it was 
too big," Herjavec spoke to Motor Trend about some favorites in his collection, which includes the 
Ferrari F12 Berlinetta and LaFerrari. 

 

Ferrari F12 Berlinetta 
Rating: 20  
Herjavec drives his Berlinetta whenever he has the time. "I have a few cars, I have a 1958 Porsche 356, 
but it's for fun. Some people go play golf and some people go to a movie, if I have some spare time, I 
go for a drive."There is nothing Herjavec dislikes about the Berlinetta. "It's probably the best Ferrari 
all-around. It's powerful, you can drive it everyday, it's big. To me, it's probably the best front-engine 
car Ferrari's made. I've had a lot of Ferraris and they've really changed," he says. "It's become a 
luxurious car, and a well-made car. It used to be a finicky car, but today it's a really well-made car." 
 

1958 Porsche 356 
Rating: 10  
"It's the ultimate California car, the James Dean car. Nothing better than driving [the Pacific Coast 
Highway] with the top down in that car," Herjavec laughs, as he rates the car a perfect 10. "I've had it 
for a while. It's a great car. It's a lot of fun to drive, but it is a 60-year-old car, so I don't drive it that 
often, because I love to drive and it's a 60 year old car. It's just an occasion to it." 
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2011 Rolls-Royce Phantom Drophead Coupe 
Rating: 10  
Herjavec has a convertible Rolls Royce Drophead Coupe, which he thinks is either a 2011 or 2012 . He 
says it's a big car, but still a lot of fun, and it's one of those cars that is driven when there is an 
occasion to it. He adds it's "surprisingly powerful for such a large car and surprisingly sporty. To me 
it's the ultimate Rolls- Royce."It's also a perfect 10. "I don't have a car that I don't love," Herjavec says. 
"If I don't love it, I sell it. I used to have a Bentley GT, and I thought it was a great car, but didn't love 
it. Didn't love the design. I think the new ones are great, so I ended up selling that one. If I have a car, 
it's because I really love it for what it does, because every car is different."Herjavec said he used to 
worry about which car to drive on certain occasions and where to drive them. And now, it's more 
about which he car he feels like driving."I drive it whenever I want, whenever the mood hits me, if it's 
a nice day. It's a great convertible," he says. "It's a little difficult to drive with the top up, because it has 
a big blind spot, but on a nice day, it's fantastic." 
 

Car he learned to drive in 
Herjavec grew up in Toronto, where he learned to drive in a Chevrolet Caprice station wagon in the late 
1970s. He got his license as soon as he was allowed, and passed with very little practice. "We had a bunch 
of cars," he says. " I really wanted to drive, but I didn't spend a lot of time with my dad driving me 
around. There were a couple of lessons here and there. We didn't go for driver training then, just a 
couple of lessons and then go out there and do it," he recalls. "I passed the first time, it was fantastic." 
Herjavec wanted a driver's license because he liked cars even back then. "I didn't have a car, I didn't 
have to go anywhere, it's not like my parents let me drive a car. I just really loved cars and it's just such 
a sense of freedom to be able to have your license," he says. "Getting a car was a whole other thing. " 

 

First car bought 
Herjavec was around 20 when he bought his first car, a used manual-transmission Mazda RX-7 with a 
rotary engine. "I think it was 12 or 14 years old, horrible gold color, but fantastic car," he says. "Those 
cars didn't do well, they didn't sell well. So you could buy a used one for not very much money." 
He paid for it with money he made from various jobs. "I always worked, I just wanted the freedom. I had 
every job. I was a waiter, I swept floors, I loaded trucks, anything I could do to make money," Herjavec 
says. 

 

Favorite road trip 
One of Herjavec's favorite road trips was when he moved from Toronto, where he was running a 
computer business, to Vancouver. The company needed to open an office in western Canada, which is 
why he was sent. "I drove from Toronto through the northern United States over to Vancouver. It was 
incredible, it took almost a week," he says. "Just me and a Nissan ZX, white with a red interior, and every 
personal belonging I had in the world, and I headed out to Vancouver for a job. To go from Toronto to 
Vancouver, the fastest route is actually partly through Canada and partly through the United States. It 
was very cool." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Herjavec Group Racing 
Herjavec races in the Ferrari Challenge North America series. This is his second time racing cars, after 
his first try 20 years ago in open-wheel Formula Vee.. "It was great until I had a really bad accident in 
Mont-Tremblant. I got launched off the racetrack into a tree. I didn't get hurt but the car was basically 
a write off. So I took that as a sign to get out of racing," he recounts. "But then, about four years ago, I 
thought it was a great way to provide some marketing exposure and a customer experience event for our 
customers and I love cars, so I went back to racing and we use it as a big marketing thing and been doing 
it for about four years now." 
Herjavec says racing can be a marketing option for many companies. "I think if you look at most racing, 
there's a lot of logos on those cars. Someone's paying for that," he says. Herjavec enjoys racing as well 
as the business aspect it offers, so he's continued doing it beyond that first year. "I love it, but it's a great 
tool of our customers and we compete against very large companies, IBM, and people like that," he says. 
"So you're not going to see a CEO of IBM in a racecar, but you get to see me in a racecar, which is kind 
of cool." 
This has been a different experience than his first time two decades ago. "It's faster, it's more 
competitive, but I'm better at it, and it's just a different level, everything gets bigger, more competitive," 
Herjavec says. 
He spends the bulk of his time in the States and the UK. His Herjavec Group cyber security business is 
expanding out there, where the market has been growing. "We've been in Canada for 10 years, but most 
of our growth is now coming from the United States and Europe and so I'm spending a lot of my time 
in growing the company," he says. 

 

ABC's "Shark Tank" Season 7 Fridays 9 p.m. 
Season 7 of "Shark Tank" premieres next Friday and airs from Sept until May. When we spoke to 
Herjavec, he was in the middle of filming for the new season. 
"We only film 17 days for the entire season. But they're long days, and we get 30 shows out of that. It's 
pretty good," he says. "The show's been here for six years, we've all had great investments that we've 
done very well with. I've done very well with a product called ChordBuddy and Tipsy Elves.The show's 
made a lot of success from a lot of different businesses." Herjavec was on the same show in Canada 
called "Dragons' Den," before he helped launch the American version. "It's the exact same show, Sony 
owns the show and it runs in about 30 countries across the world," he says. "It started in Japan, it runs 
in Europe and all over the world and Kevin (O'Leary) and I did the Canadian version of the show for six 
seasons, and it's still on in Canada. And then we came to the States to do it here." 

 
Digital Link: http://bit.ly/1OqJQuc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
Robert Herjavec on Ashton Kutcher and the New Season of ‘Shark 

Tank’  
The ‘Shark Tank’ star talks about his growing portfolio of companies and 

what fans can expect from the show’s upcoming season.  
By Graham Winfrey  

New blood is coming to the next season 
of ABC's Shark Tank.  
 

Season 7 of the show premieres Friday, 
September 25th, and host Robert 
Herjavec says the competition is as fierce 
as ever. In an interview with Inc., 
Herjavec talked about overheated 
startup valuations in the U.S., fighting 
for deals with Ashton Kutcher and what 

the sharks think of Republican presidential contender Donald Trump.  
 

What can Shark Tank fans look forward to in the show's upcoming season? 
 

Definitely more deals. In fact, we almost have too many deals. The quality of the pitches is sky 
high. It never ceases to amaze us how the producers always seem to get better entrepreneurs. 
 

Who are some guest sharks that will be making appearances this season? 
 

You're going to see Ashton Kutcher on the season premiere. I'll never forget Ashton after the 
first pitch. He looked at the rest of us and said, "Whoa, what just happened?" Everything 
happens very quickly and nobody waits for you to talk. You've just got to go. After the first one 
he got right into it. He's a quick learner. 
 

Any other guest sharks we can expect to see? 
 

We also have Chris Sacca and Lady Gaga's former manager Troy Carter, so there are three new 
guys this year.  
 

Are entrepreneurs still pitching companies with crazy high valuations? 
 

We're getting a little bit of everything. You still have people that have extraordinarily exuberant 
hopes for their value and you have other ones that are much more realistic.  
 

Do you think that private company valuations are getting so high that it's created a bubble?   
 

A lot of the valuations are extraordinarily high, but some of these businesses are fundamentally 
changing their industries. Look at Uber. There's no denying the incredible effect Uber is having 
on transportation--not just car-sharing. 
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Are any of the sharks favoring certain industries or investing heavily in certain sectors? 
 

We're all establishing niches in certain areas. I've done well with gifting products, which is kind 
of odd. I have a number of companies in the Christmas space and holiday space, and then also 
in the sports industry.  
 
What are some of the challenges you're facing with your Shark Tank companies? 
 

What we struggle with on some of them is, they're doing well, but we're faced with the question 
of how do we get some liquidity and grow them? Some of them are great in a niche, but the 
niche is never going to be really big. That's what we're struggling with. Making them bigger. 
We're always about scale, and sometimes the markets don't lend themselves to that. 
 
Mark Cuban has been pretty vocal about Donald Trump lately. Is that a big topic of 
conversation between the other sharks when the cameras aren't rolling? 
 

Trump's an interesting character and we all have a lot of respect for him as business people, 
but we're all pretty busy trying to do business, as opposed to talking about what's going on with 
Trump.  
 

So what do you talk about between pitches? 
 

What we're having for dinner and who's going to pay for it. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Full Article Link: http://bit.ly/1ii3xqB  
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